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1. Introduction and Background
The National Planning Commission

The National Planning Commission (NPC) was established in May 2010 to develop a long term vision and strategic plan for South Africa. 

The main objective of the Commission is to rally the nation around a common set of objectives and priorities to drive development over the longer term. The Commission advises government on cross- cutting issues that influence the long term development of South Africa. 

The NPC comprises of 25 part-time external commissioners, a chair person and a deputy chairperson appointed by the President on the basis of their specialist skills and expertise. The commissioners were drawn from nominations made by the public throughout South Africa and are largely from outside government. The mandate of the Commission is to take a broad, independent and critical view of South Africa, by consulting with and drawing on the skills and expertise of multiple stakeholders, to build consensus and find concrete solutions to key challenges faced within the country.

South Africa needs well researched, evidence- based input into policy processes that have long term economic, social and political implications for development. The commission is expected, on an on-going basis, to put forward research on key cross-cutting, multi-sectoral issues and to produce research reports and discussion papers that provide sound evidence and clear recommendations to government. The research is produced by the commissioners working in tandem with sector experts both within and outside the National Planning Commission.
The National Planning Commission is supported by a secretariat located within the planning branch of the Department of Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation. The priority of the department over the next five years is to coordinate and monitor the implementation of the National Development Plan towards realising Vision 2030. The commission advises government and social partners on the implementation of the plan and works with state agencies to report on the progress of objectives, until the next national planning cycle transpires.

The context for this proposal
The National Planning Commission (NPC) aims to produce a series of papers on the economy. The aim is to assess progress against the National Development Plan at this 5 year milestone, and where necessary make recommendations for course correction.  
The NDP proposes a pathway to achieving full employment, lower inequality and the elimination of the deepest poverty by 2030. This will require faster economic growth based on deeper competition, expanded opportunities for SME’s, R&D and innovation, significant investment in infrastructure and human capital development, greater engagement in global markets, and a capable state working alongside an active citizenry.
This paper will be the first in the series. It will focus on the current cross-roads and what needs to be done to break out of our current stasis, to get back on track to the goals of the NDP. 
2. Objectives of the Proposed Activity

The NPC aims to produce a series of papers on the economy. This particular paper will focus on how to break out of the current stasis to get back on track to the NDP.
Given the extent of disillusionment, practical goals that can be reached within a short period of time (e.g. 1-3 years), whether the ultimate goal is short, medium or long term. The recommendations should guide to a pathway back to NDP 2030 goals in either strengthening confidence of stakeholders and/or stimulating aggregate demand. 

The role of different stakeholders will be identified, and ideally in a way that provokes joint action. It should have the effect of drawing key stakeholders towards “burying the hatchet”, aligning and delivering to goals set.

3.
Approach and Methodology 
This is primarily a desk top study. A first draft paper has been prepared. The researchers will support the commission in further developing this paper to deliver a compelling evidence based paper, that is highly relevant and in touch with the policy and institutional environment, in both public and private spheres.

The paper is structured as follows: 
· What does the NPC propose?  
· What is the gap? 
· What has been tried?  
· What is recommended to have short term, medium term and long term impacts?
The final paper will be a maximum of about 20 pages plus tables and figures. Back up research will be provided to the NPC in the form of readable notes on key topics. 
The paper is significantly focused on issues related to governance and institutions.
4.
Long-term Institutionalisation of Activities and Proposed Policy Impact of the Project
The NPC is mandated to advise the President, the Cabinet and broader society, with the aim of charting a course to achieving the goals of the NDP 2030.   The series of papers proposed will deliver to that mandate, especially at this 5 year milestone.  Proposals for short, medium and long term impact will be made, and key stakeholders will be engaged. 
The NPC’s approach to doing its work is inherently collaborative and consultative. There will be deep engagement within the Presidency and with key departments and entities.
5.
Timeframe and Deliverables
Deliverables: 
· Workshops with EIFE group and other stakeholders, to be organised by the NPC

· Draft and final papers

· All data sets used, as prepared for the paper, as well as tables and figures

Time period: 4 months (December – March 2018)
· We aim to have the paper complete by early February 2018. We have added some additional time to enable revision and engagement

· Project initiation meeting: Project outline and approach (within 1 week of signing)

· First draft (week 4); NPC feedback (week 5)

· Second draft (week 7); NPC feedback (week 8)

· Final draft (week 10)

· Paper editing and formatting. 
6.
Detailed Budget
	Research and writing support
	R200 000

	Editing
	R10 000

	Document formatting for print and epub
	R10 000

	subtotal 
	R220,000

	VAT
	R30,800

	TOTAL
	R250,800


7.
Project Team

TIPS 
The project team should have leading capability and experience in economic policy, its institutions, governance and implementation, with a deep understanding of historical and current policy both locally and in the regional and global context.  They should have a deep understanding of stakeholder interests. They should also have a grasp of the data relevant to this topic.
8.
Contact Information
Mr. Ashraf Kariem is the person responsible in the NPC Secretariat.
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